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sentatives.    24. The House of Representatives shall be composed of
Constitu- ^embers directly chosen by the people of the Common-
tion of     wealth, and the number of such members shall be, as nearly
Kepre-     as practicable, twice the number of the Senators.1
sentatiyes.	number of members chosen in the several States
shall be in proportion to the respective numbers of their
people, and shall, until the Parliament otherwise provides,
be determined, whenever necessary, in the following
manner : —
(i.) A quota shall be ascertained by dividing the number
of the people of the Commonwealth, as shown by the
latest statistics of the Commonwealth, by twice the
number of the Senators.2
(ii.) The number of members to be chosen in each State
shall be determined by dividing the number of the
people of the State, as shown by the latest statistics of
the Commonwealth, by the quota: and if on such
division there is a remainder greater than one-half of
the quota, one more member shall be chosen in the
State.
But, notwithstanding anything in this   section, five
members at least shall be chosen in each Original State.
Provision     25. For the purposes of the last section, if by the law of
SjquST8 any State all persons of any race are disqualified from voting
vofine°m a^ elections for the more numerous House of the Parliament
of the State, then, in reckoning the number of the people
of the State or of the Commonwealth, persons of that race
resident in that State shall not be counted.
1 The reason of this mil become evident when the provision with regard
to deadlocks is considered.
a Under Article I, sec. 2, of the American Constitution representatives
were apportioned among the several States according to their respective
numbers, which were determined by adding to the whole number
of free persons, excluding Indians nntaxed, three-fifths of all other
persons.

